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Far from it, Papen succeeded, even in this third con-
tinent, in sowing the same seeds of disaster.
For a start, his mere presence appears to have sufficed
to give the whole expedition an unlucky send-off. For
when the c Yildirim' was assembled and equipped on the
shores of the Sea of Marmara, the British succeeded, by
means of agents in their secret service, in blowing up the
c Yildirim's ' extensive ammunition dumps which lay at the
port of Ismid. Thus the new army division was robbed of
almost all its ammunition stores. The replacement of these
exploded stocks was completely impossible, owing to the
general scarcity of war materials among the Central Powers,
apart from the difficulty of sending a fresh batch to such a
remote spot.
The German and Turkish High Commands consequently
decided to postpone to a later date the planned surprise
drive of the e Yildirim 5 corps.
Since, however, the British were just then making pre-
parations for an attack on Turkish territory in Asia Minor,
units of the German Army were left there to strengthen the
Turkish forces.
Captain von Papen belonged to one of these units.
On the strength of his activities as an officer of the General
Staff, he tried at first to get himself transferred to General
Liman von Sanders' headquarters with the object of finding
employment on the staff and not in the firing-line.
Liman von Sanders immediately sent a telegram of
protest. He said he had no use for fools on his staff, and
insisted that Papen should not be attached to him, but
detailed as an ordinary field officer.
The e Yildirim 3 division first took up a position in what
is now Palestine.
Herr von Papen is bored
Papen was enraged, but he had to comply with the wishes
of his superior. He was forced to stay with his division in
a waterless and treeless waste; instead of an office, or
indeed even properly constructed quarters, this society lion